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WAYS TO RECOGNIZE VOLUNTEER CONTRIBUTIONS

Bringing Girl Scouting to all girls everywhere is a huge task. There are many times that the efforts of
some are so exceptional that they deserve public recognition. There are several ways to accomplish
this. The first item to consider is on whom the person has had the most impact. Did a particular troop
of girls benefit? Is the service unit better because of this selfless giver? Has the council or, even, the
entire Girl Scout movement been positively impacted?

There are awards for exceptional work at the individual, service unit, and council level. All national
criteria have been detailed and requested on the applications. Make sure to follow all instructions
carefully and provide all information requested to any GSMISTS Service Center by March 1.

There will be times when someone has contributed in an exceptional manner, but they do not
possess all the necessary criteria to receive a national award. Or their position lends itself to
uncomfortable debate about whether a national award would be appropriate. In those instances,
there are other ways in which a dedicated and hardworking adult Girl Scout can be recognized by
peers in a kind and supporting environment. The following list includes some ideas for ways to
recognize the selfless efforts of others.

| Take the time to mention a person’s service and express thanks for a task well

done.

,  Electronic greeting cards: Most greeting card companies have online tools for
you to send free e-cards for any occasion. Examples include Blue Mountain,
American Greetings, Hallmark, and e-Greetings.

. Send someone a bouquet of flowers with a thank you note. Or send virtual
flowers: Similar to electronic cards, you can send electronic versions of flowers!
Pick a picture of the flowers you would like to send and simply send by e-mail.
Examples include virtualflowers, iflowers, and 123greetings.

| Treataspecial person with a gift certificate to one of their favorite stores.
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Have a song on the radio dedicated to a special volunteer on Girl Scout Leader’s
Day - Volunteer Appreciation Day.

,  During the holidays, have a troop put together cookie mixes and deliver them to
persons who have made a positive impact on the troop.

. Write a thank you article, detailing what was done, when, and by whom, and ask
that it be put into a publication.

Facebook: send a shout out on GSMISTS Facebook page
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| Theskyis the limit. What are some of your creative ideas?

Some appropriate times to recognize individuals may include:

*October 31—Juliette Gordon Low’s birthday

*February 22—Thinking Day

*March 12—Birthday of Girl Scouting in the USA

*April 22—Girl Scout Leader’s Day- Volunteer Appreciation Day
*National Volunteers Week—the last full week in April

*At a Service Unit Event

*Year-end ceremony

*Immediately following the service rendered


http://landing.bluemountain.com/ecards?c=csgb35312&agiti=ppc&002=2025772&004=1098798211&005=13067561&006=11078526481&007=Search&008=
http://landing.americangreetings.com/ecards_google?c=csga16252&agiti=ppc&002=2026151&004=1270623732&005=13067561&006=4958870802&007=Search&008=
http://hallmark.com/online/product/ecards/
http://www.egreetings.com/
http://www.virtualflowers.com/home.asp?se=1
http://www.iflowers.com/
http://www.123greetings.com/flowers/

GSUSA Adult Awards

For decades, national GSUSA Adult Awards have provided a consistent framework and valuable
resources to help councils formally recognize volunteers who devote time and energy to our
movement. In 2010, GSUSA revised the adult awards in order to meet the needs of the volunteer roles
that emerged to support the Girl Scout Leadership Experience (GSLE) and implementation of
Pathways.

The following is a summary of the GSUSA Adult Awards. Detailed descriptions of each award, along
with nomination criteria, examples of potential award candidates, and templates for sample
nomination letters can be found later in this handbook.

Volunteer of Excellence

This award recognizes volunteers who have contributed outstanding service while partnering directly
with girls in any pathway to implement the Girl Scout Leadership Experience through use of the
National Program Portfolio (Journeys and Girl’s Guide to Girl Scouting) or who have contributed
outstanding service in support of the council’s mission delivery to girl and adult members.

Appreciation Pin

The Appreciation Pin recognizes an individual’'s exemplary service in support of delivering the Girl
Scout Leadership Experience, for this pin the impact is within one geographic area of service.

Honor Pin

The Honor Pin recognizes an individual’s exemplary service in support of delivering the Girl Scout
Leadership Experience; this support has had measurable impact on two or more geographic areas
of service to reach and surpass the mission-delivery goals of the council.

Thanks Badge

The Thanks Badge honors an individual whose ongoing commitment, leadership, and service have
had an exceptional, measurable impact on meeting the mission-delivery goals and priorities of the
entire council or the entire Girl Scout Movement.

Thanks Badge Il

The Thanks Badge Il honors a previous Thanks Badge award recipient who has continued to provide
exemplary service in a leadership role which resulted in a measurable impact benefitting the entire
Girl Scout Movement.

The President’s Award

The President’s Award recognizes the efforts of a service team, committee, or volunteer team whose
exemplary service in support of delivering the Girl Scout Leadership Experience surpassed team
goals and resulted in significant, measurable impact toward reaching the council’s overall goals.

The Juliette Gordon Low World Friendship Medal

This prestigious national award is granted to individuals and councils who have enhanced and
progressed the understanding of the global aspects of Girl Guiding and Girl Scouting, which
empowers girls to be global citizens.



NOMINATION AND APPROVAL OF GSUSA AND GSMISTS ADULT AWARDS

All forms due to GSMISTS by March 1.

Award

Approval and Presentation

Green Angel Pin
(GSMISTS sponsored award)

A Service Unit Director or service-delivery team submits one name
per Service Unit to Volunteer Services to order the pin and
certificate. This is presented at the Service Unit level; SUDs may
pick up their order after the Adult Recognitions Celebration.

Volunteer Years of Service Pin

A Volunteer or service-delivery team submits names to Volunteer
Services. The 15 years and higher pins are presented at the
GSMISTS Adult Recognitions Celebration. Service Units may pick
up their 5 & 10 year pins after this celebration at the registration
table.

Volunteer of Excellence

A nomination form is completed and submitted, along with the
appropriate endorsement. The volunteer Adult Recognition
Committee approves or denies the nomination. These awards are
presented at GSMISTS Adult Recognitions Celebration.

Appreciation Pin(+2endorsements)

Honor Pin (+2endorsements)

Thanks Badge (+3endorsements)

Thanks Badge Il (+3endorsements)

A nomination form is completed and submitted, along with the
appropriate number of endorsements (indicated to the left) to
Volunteer Services. The volunteer Adult Recognition Committee
approves or denies the nomination and then sends the approvals
to the council board for confirmation. These awards are presented
at GSMISTS Adult Recognitions Celebration.

President’s Award

A nomination form is completed and submitted, along with the
appropriate supporting paperwork as defined by the council, to
Volunteer Services. The volunteer Adult Recognition Committee
approves or denies the nomination. This award is presented at
GSMISTS Adult Recognition Celebration.

Juliette Gordon Low World
Friendship Medal

A council or individual completes the GSUSA nomination form(s) in
full and mails to the Vice President of Global Girl Scouting. Upon
approval, the Vice President of Global Girl Scouting is responsible
for acquiring the medal and coordinating the presentation of the
award to the nominee.




Recognition Resources
Grade Level Volunteer Pins

Volunteer pins for each grade level are available
for purchase through our Service Center Shops.
These pins are great resources to welcome and
thank volunteers into roles working directly with
girls or supporting a grade level behind the
scenes. These position pins are not earned, but
given in recognition of service supporting Girl
Scoutsin avariety of ways.

These official pins are worn on the wearer’s right
side above the name tag/identification pin.

Volunteer Position Bars

Each position an adult member in Girl Scouting
can hold (including staff) has a corresponding
position bar. These pins are worn on the insignia
tab between the WAGGGS pin and the Girl Scout
membership pin.  The position colors and
corresponding categories are:

Red @ | program Volunteers, Event and Camp Pathway Volunteers
Orange W | Series and Travel Pathway Volunteers
Yellow Troop Pathway Voluntesand Volunteers In Traininy(Ts- girls)
Lime green ' LearningFacilitatos
Service Team Volunteers, Administrative Volunteers, USAGSO
Light Blue . | Committee Chairs/Overseas Committee Membargl Council
LevelVolunteers
Navy Blue W | National Board Officers
Beige ( | Staffmembers
Silver : Council Board Members af@bard CommitteéMembers
Darkgray i Council President
National Operational Volunteerand National Board Committee
Maroon @ | \embers

Darkgreen ‘e

National Board of Directors




